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I.—Fonzian Pouttics. = : 


1, Tux Bhdratbdst, of the 14th May, observes that it would = a 
oe aes impolitic to make any attempt to protect the 
The Oi ig - ibterests of ar este go gore English 
asia ‘will exasperate the Afghans, It is advisable for many reasons 
re ie Afghanistan under direct English control. It will be im- 
vossible to keep the Afghans in subjection against their will. They will not 
sail part with their independence. The Afghans, again, are a poor people, 
and go the occupation of their country will not be a profitable affair. If 
Afghanistan is conquered, it will be very difficult to keep it under subjection, 
and a very latge number of troops will be ‘required for the purpose. The 
woney required for the maintenance of so large an army cannot be raised 
‘1 Cabool, and India will consequently have to pay it. But India’s treasury 
is nearly empty, and her people are so heavily burdened with taxes that 16 
will be impossible to impose any new tax upon them. © English interference 
in Cabool will also create open enmity with Russia. A omg with 
Russia is inevitable. The Russians are striving to hasten a struggle, and : 
will not be politic to help them in their designs. England’s own_ politica 
condition is now such that a spark may any moment produce a conflagration. 
The fire which is burning in Ireland will not be soon put out. The political 
horizon of Europe is also overcast. It is believed that Russian supremacy 
has been for a long time past established in Afghanistan. The Amir is 
fond of showing only a mock friendship for the English, and he also likes 
to dupe the English into subsidising him, There can, however, be no doubt 
that he is at heart’ friendly towards the Russians, and will in good time 
cast in his lot with them. Itis not therefore desirable to meddle in the 
affairs of Afghanistan.. England will have nothing to fear from outsiders 
| if she only improves the internal condition of India, and if the people of 
India remain contented with her, rule. .Deep and enthusiastic loyalty will 
impel India to repel any.number of attacks from outside. The native press 
is ridiculed by the enemies of India, by the enemies of British rule in India, 
and by the pack of Anglo-Indians, for taking this view of the matter, 
and what these men say has misled Government to the extent of making 
it neglect its duty. But Government can no longer persevere in this mis- 
taken policy with safety. If the country is governed according to’ the 
a its enemies, the interests of both the rulers and the ruled will. be 
® injured, cia: sis pis | 
2. The Sdr Sudhdnidht, of the 16th May, is of opinion that a treaty 
- England and Russie. 3 . between. England and Russia, the -former 


BHARATBASI, 
May 14th, 1887, 


Sak SUDHANIDHI, 
May 16th, 1887. 


engaging not to oppose the Kussian occupation .. 


: Persia, Tnibet, and Central Asian territories, and the latter not to invade 
—_ or oppose the Englisk occupation of Burmah, Afghanistan, and 
,Cluchistan, will serve no useful purpose. Russia may be induced for a while 
y Such a treaty to abandon her designs on India, but it is not probable that 
she will abandon them for ever, — 
| The same paper thinks, in order to be able to successfully resist 
Ragland end Russie. -- @’ Russian invasion of India, Government 
Whit should trust-and conciliate the Indian people. 
ue the English Government can bring only 500,000 troops into the 
a Russia can bring 5,000,000: The English cannot increase their army 
re incurring very heavy expenditure. .The English Government should 
“relore utilise the troops of native princes for its own purposes. 
The Bangdbdst, of the 21st May, says that the evacuation of 
Evacuation of Egypt, Egypt has been decided upon, but the time 
3 for making it has not yet been fixed. The 


aah Ambassador, Sir Drummond Wolfe, is still at Constantinople, and 
ntish men-of-war will remain- there so long as his mission is not 
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Gans & Manavipya, 
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SaBacuaR, 
May 18tb, 1887. 


finished. But why make this: parade of power whien 
, pure and simple? Ab 


coaxing.and flattery 
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of peons and chowkidars about him. 


5. The Sanjwant, of the 21st May, blames Mr. Goschen for no 
repealing the duty levied in England op 
silver articles imported from this country, The 
duty in question serves only to increase the 
English revenue, and in no way affects the pockets of Englishmen; anj 
that is why English statesmen do not feel disposed to repeal it. To a 
apart from: considerations 
h people and English statesmen ar 


Mr. Goschen and the import duty 
on silver articles, - 


a thin 


incapable of, 


3 simply for the sake of 
of English interest, is what'the Ep 


4 


: age an 


6. The Dainik, of the 25th May, cont 


Russias and England. 


commands and 


in her acts. 


II.—Homsr ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


7. A correspondent of the Hinuu Ranjikd, of the 18th May, 
complains that Mr. Abercrombie, Superin- 
tendent of Police, 
the beating of drums after 12 o’clock at night. 
goddess Burakals in that place has been consequently 
seriously interfered with; for it has been the practice for a long tme 
of that goddess after midnight. Why 
has Mr, Abercrombie interfered with the religious performance of the 


ts to hear 
aboo Abhoy 


Mr. Abercrombie. Superintendent 
of Police, Maldah. : 


The worship of the 


to commence the worship 


people P 


8. The Garth and Mahavidyd, of the 18th May, re 
of the rumoured transfer of | 

Baboo Abhoy Charan Ghose, Inspeo- Qharan Ghose, Inspector of Police, Daccs. 
There are few men in by teagie Department 
the 


tor of Police, 


so able and good as Baboo Abhoy 
of the Dacca district, with the exception of Abhoy Baboo, are new men 
without any local knowledge; and there are amongst Police Insper- 
tors few so clever and honest. The want of such an _ experience 
officer will be sorely felt in a populous town like Dacca, and Abboy 
Baboos’ transfer is therefore looked upon as a misfortune by the good 
It will be difficult to find another officer of bis 


that there is no longer 
t of Assist 


he duties of 


people of that place. 
stamp. 


The Bengal Police. 


; 


ant Su 


England with tha 


9. The Sahkachar, of the 18th May, says 
epy necessity for keeping up the pos 
rintendent of Police, as t 
that office may be performed by Police Inspectors, if only Police Inspector 
are recruited from among the ranks of educated natives. Distros 
Superintendentships may be held by Inspectors. 


your business there ; 
eggar should not have an ap 


traeting the foreign policy of 
t of Russia, observes that, 
are whereas Russia does not distrust the people 
of her newly-conquered provinces in Central Asia, and gives them military 
| overnorships, England, notwithstanding her possession of 
India for upwards of a century, cannot entrust Bengalis with even District 
Magistrateships. In this respect the Mahomedan conquerors of India 
could give good lessons to Englishmen. There is, in fact, ae much difference 
between the politics pursued by Russia and Eng 
dependencies, as there is between heaven and hell. Russia does not 
her subjects, and her subjects do not therefore distrust her; but England 
distrusts her Indian subjects, and her Indian subjecis therefore distrust her. 
England is gentlemanly in her speech, and is the very reverse of gentlemanly 


land in their re 


Maldah, has prohibited 


Charan. police officers 


he recommendation of 
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ie nittee for the abolition ‘of the poste of nine Assistant 
be Fen one District Superintendent of Police means .a saving of 
f : 


_ Half. the amount so saved should be. utilised for the 
- Nema ymploying additional Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors, and 
p ye ‘the salaries of those who, in the capacity of Sab-Inspectors and 
Topoctors, have already done good service. = 3 


())—Working of the Corts, ie 
10, The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 17th May, fails to see why litigants Boapwa® SansIvanr, 


in this country, who pay a stamp-fee at the rate May 17th, 1887. 
Cost of litigation. © of 73 per 2 on ced cog porwr a them, 
: ired .to -pay in addition such fees as service fees, com- 
-_ 04 ident fees, &c. . Even when a case is sent to arbitration, or is 
alee from Court altogether, the stamp-fee prescribed for plaints must 
be paid. Government ought to try to eell justice cheaper. 
PL. The Hindu Ranjtkd, of the 18th May, remarks that it is. tired of 
outy Magistrate of Now. Writing about the high-handed proceedings of 
Png _ the Deputy Magistrate of Nowgaon. It isa 
rity that the District Magione has taken no notice of the numerous 
complaints made against that officer. : | : 
12, The Maldah correspondent of the same paper complains that 
Baboo Upendra Nath Ghosh, Munsif Baboo Upendra Nath Ghosh, Munsif of 
ot Maldah. _..... Maldah, is raising subscriptions for erecting 
a pucca building for the Maldah Sudder Model School from the suitors, 
pleaders and mukhtears of his Court by putting undue and improper pressure, 
upon them. It is alleged that he enquires into the condition of all suitors 
and threatens their mukhtears with injury if they do not pay money in aid of 
the school building. Itis also alleged that one of the mukhtears of his 
Court is a relative of his, and there is a popular impression that the suitors 
who do not appoint him as their mukhtear are put totrouble. Be this true 
or false, it is certain that Baboo. Upendra Nath’s transfer to Maldah has 
been attended with evil consequences, | 
13. The Dasnsk, of the 25th May, says that many Anglo-Indian judges Oye 
The Christianity of the Anglo-Indjan are Of a blood-thirsty nature. Even when ~~” 
— the law provides for giving prisoners placed 
upon trial for murder the benefit of a doubt, and even when it leaves 
toa Judge the option of accepting or not the favourable verdict of the 
majority of a jury, the Anglo-Indian J udge is slow to avail himself of these 
Opportunities for dealing leniently by criminal offenders. He is for convict- 
ing offenders, and will convict even though it be necessary to refer to the 
h Court for the purpose. Speaking generally, the Christian J udge has 
no kindness in his nature, and it therefore costs the people of this country 
great mental effort to make out whether the Christianity of Jesus is the 
same as the Christianity of the English people. | 


(d)— Education. 


14, A correspondent of the Paridarshak, of the 14th May, says that _Pampazemr, 
Re Oadite dit otek the condition of the Cachar zillah school is “*” 2“ **?- 
: deplorable. The present head-master, Baboo 
rasanna Kumar Sen, is unfit for his post. His hours of attendance are 
ant Irregular ; he drinks whiskey at all hours of the day, and draws Rs. 125 
: mente for doing little or nothing. The second master, Rajani Baboo, is a. 
oe mathematical teacher, but he never takes pains to make his boys learn 
metic. The third teacher, Deno Baboo, indulges in Opium and is unfit 


DHUMERSTO, 
May 20th, 1887, 


SaMAYA, 
May 20th, 1887. 


SaMaYa, 
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to teach mathematics in the fourth class. The authorities should look 
the matter. i | | cee 

15.. A correspondent of the Dhumketu, of the 20th May, says that 

iiieibai as tals . although it. has been provided by the Igy 

“ns , XU lating to Local Self-Government ‘that bil} 
for educational grants to schools qutside the limits of municipalities should 
be passed by District Boards, it is a matter of regret that bills for Village 
schools for the month of March have not yet been passed. The Boards 
have not yet received the Accountant-General’s order sanctioning the 
expenditure in question. So much for the beginning of the work of 
Local  empecan What the end of that work will be God alon 
ean te a eS : ced 
- 16. The Samaya, of the 20th May, says that the system on which the 

Mispronunciation of English words Calcutta University conducts its examinations 
by the students of the Calcutta Unie requires to be changed. As the students 
ies latterly turned out by the University are ofter 
found to mispronounce English words, it is necessary that the University 
should address itself to the work of curing this defect in its graduates, 
The -present examination system, which requires the candidate to 
enswer in writing, is responsible for this defective pronunciation, which 
is also favoured by the practice now followed by professors in all the 
colleges of delivering lectures to their pupils without ever making- them 
read out from their books; and as University ‘graduates are now largel 
appointed professors of colleges, there is great danger of the defect being 
confirmed and perpetuated. = Fo mtcge fame nt ternal 

17. The same paper is glad that the Lieutenant-Governor. has laid 

a aR Ol ee os of: the Hindoo hostel 
Radhika Prassena Mookerice,  _-~«COurilding. That the hostel willdo much 
. ee is certain; ‘but -Baboo - Radhika: Prasanna 
‘Mookerjee, Secretary to the Hindoo Hostel Committee, acted: very unwisely 
in issuing invitations on cards of superior quality, Much: money must have 
deen lost in this way im imparting grandeur to the ceromony; and does 
Baboo Radhika Prasanna think that he has not made himself responsible 
to the public? His advancement :has certainly wrecked his judgment. 
The Committee and the Baboo ought:to render an account: of this matter 
to the public. | 2 De oe 
18; The same paper says that Sanskrit is not properly taught in the 

3 : schools and colleges of this country. The 
‘ately of Banckeinrerety and the students who pass the different Sanskrit 
: examinations of the University generally do 8 
by dint of memory. The study of Sanskrit should therefore be left to be 
prosecuted in the éols. The way in which text-books in Sanskrit are 
selected by the University is chiefly to blame for this state of things. If 
Entrance candidates are: given some easy books to read, and if they them: 
selves moreover devote some time to the study of ‘* Mugdhabodha,” the 
present defects of Sanskrit education may be largely remedied. 

In the matter of conducting its examinations the University is also 4 
careless as ever, A month and a half has passed away, and yet the results 
of the recent examinations are not out. pat 

19. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the miserable 


A achool and a potofiee t Sintrant CoNCition of the middle class renee 
in the pub-diniepen nf Boe ~=school at Sindrani, a village in the 8 
pihicgs oa division of Bongony. Though repea ly 
asked to give a grant-in-aid of Rs. 15 per month to the school, the author 
ties have hitherto done nothing in the matter. Sir Steuart Baye 
requested to remove the wants of this village by giving the school the 


grant-in-aid asked for on its behalf, and by establishing a post office init.” 
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7 91st May, says that the certificate class 
eo vi petean: 3 ak in the Medical College, chiefly 
sass for female medical students for Wurasian girls, will hardly answer the 

2 the Campbell Medical School. =} Ho¢e for which it is intended. In the 

lace, the examination to which candidates for admission into that 
par subjected being very easy, their general attainments are too low to 
ce a to ated difficult works on medical science. In the 
ee lace, being too young in years they are far too careless and frolic- 
as to be ft for serious and systematic study. The age of candidates for 
his clase should therefore be raised to at least 18 years. As at present 
contitated the class can hardly be of any use to native females. The 
ns osal to open a mixed class for Hindoo females in the Campbell Medical 
School appears to be objectionable on the ground that both the male and 
the female students of sucha class are likely to be persons of imperfect 
culture and incapable of maintaining self-respect. It is also stated that 
the cbaracter of one of the teachers of the Campbell School is of the most 
ofamous kind. If Government makes an enquiry regarding him, the writer 
will tell all he has heard about him. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


91. The Bhdrathdst, of the 14th May, says that people have now 
ceased to believe that Sir Henry Harrison 1s a 
tie Hoary Harsison, Chairman of friend of the natives of this country. The 
ima citi Bengali newspaper states that Sir Henry pub- 
licly declared the other day that he did not care for public opinion in India. 
There are reasons for believing this. But the man who disregards public 
opinion is unfit to be the Chairman of a municipal body. Sir Henry’s con- 
nection with the Calcutta Municipality should therefore at once cease. 
People have been greatly vexed to hear such a statement from Sir Henry 
Harrison, whom they always regarded as their friend. But they must put 
up with such things so long as the power of appointing the Chairman of the 
Calcutta Municipality rests with Government, and they must bear such indig- 
uities so long as Civilians alone remain eligible for that post. The citizens of 
Calcutta sould therefore start a strong agitation on the subject. If Sir 
Henry Harrison’s appointment or tenure of office had depended upon the 
voice of the people, he would not have been able to insult and defy their 
cpinion in the way he has done; and as the Calcutta Municipal Bill is 
still before the Bengal Council, there should be an agitation for the intro- 
duction into it of a provision authorising the Municipality to elect 
8 own Chairman. In the mofussil, municipalities elect their own 
Chairmen, and it is quite anomalous that the Calcutta Municipality, 
ee is the highest institution of its kind, should be unable to elect its 
airman, apt 


22. The Sulabh Samdchér and Kushdaha, of the 20th May, com- 


Chole : plains of the prevalence of. cholera of: a 
Caleta, PA im the Buburboot vi oalent type. at Garpar in the Suburbs of 
ee _ Calcutta. Cholera and fever break out in 
at locality every year. Will not the municipality try its best to improve the 


onitary condition of the place ? Saving of life ought to be the first business 
*' 4 municipality. | ‘ 


(9 )\—Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


23. The Silchar, of the 16th May, attacks the views of the Bangabdsi 


newspaper on the subject of the extension of 
 Bangabasi newspaper. railways in India, reported in the Weekly 


Extension of 


the B railways in India and 


th : Report on native papers for the week endin 
ae April 1887 (sce paragraph 83), According to the Bangabdsi, ites 
own fact that places where cultivation was not in an advanced condi- 
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tion before they were traversed by railways have received no agricultural 
impetus since the passing of railway lines through them.” But trade does not 
Gourish in places where there are no railways, the cultivators ia those plage, 
producing only so much as is necessary for their own consumption. People 
do not work bard in order to raise surplus produce for the benefit of rats and 
worms. Railways stimulate trade, bring new customers, and thus encourage 
cultivators to expand agricultural operations for the sake of increased profit 
The Bangabdst says that “it is not true that, where railroads do not. exist 
cultivators are content with raising a smaller crop than they could. The 
fact is that where there are no railways people eat full meals, and where 
railroads do exist and take away food-grains for export, they have to 
remain satisfied with very insufficient food.” But people do not willingly 
leave half their field uncultivated or subsist on half meals. If they raise | 
produce than they can, it is because they know not how to dispose of surplus 
produce. The present miserable condition of the people is not therefore due 
to the export of corn. People certainly do not sell their corn for export 
without keeping a sufficient quantity for their own consumption. They only 
sell their surplus corn, and such sales cannot certainly make them poorer 
or more miserable ; on the contrary, such sales are calculated to do them good, 
The Bangabdsi says that there could have been no objection to extendin 
railways if extension of railways had not been attended with increased 
export. This means that railways are not bad, but ‘export is bad. But 
who is responsible for increased export? The British Government, the 
English merchants, or the people of India themselves ? The people of India 
produce corn ; the people of India sell it ; the English merchants only buy it, 
If the people had no mind to sell, English merchants could not certainly 
buy. English merchants say that where railways do not exist, the ripe 
harvest is not cut and stored, and is therefore destroyed in the fields. The 
Bangabdsi thinks that this is simply ludicrous. As a. matter of fact, 
however, the abundant paddy crops of Cachar are not properly gathered, and 
the cultivators there cut only the ears of corn, because they have not suffi- 
cient inducement to carry away the paddy plants too. 
24. <A correspondent of the ct hla Sanjirant, of the 17th May, 
i complains of the miserable condition of the 
rendetcssee. tamer eases branch of the Chakdighi road, which, issuing 
from the village of Paratal, joins the main Cnakdighi road. For want 
of repairs for about 25 or 30 years, the road in question has been over- 
grown with prickly shrubs, and is become unfit even for the passage of 
carts during the rainy season. The boys of the local middle English school, 
traders and the general public suffer loss and inconvenience 02 
account of the road having fallen into a state of disrepair. Two applications 
signed by the respectable people of about 20 or 25 villages, asking for the 
repair of the road, having been sent to the Road Cess Committee, the 
members of the Committee notified in 1886 that they would make the 
necessary repairs. But a year has since passed away, and the work is as fat 
from being undertaken as ever. The authorities should therefore awake 
once more and commence the work at once. 
25. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 21st May, complains 
Roads at Ichapore-Ghushuri in that the roads in Ichapore in Howrah are out 
Howreh. of repair, and have become unfit for usé 


during the rainy season. The members of the Road Cess Committee have 
been applied to without success. 


(h)— General. 


26. A correspondent of the Paridarshak, of the 14th. May, states 
The Tamoo post office and passes for that both the poStmaster and the peon of the 


wee Tamoo post office are suffering from fever 
accompanied with liver and spleen complaints. It is hoped that the 
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ioe wi sick leave to both of them, and appoint other men 
nihoritict ens Mahomedan traders of Sylhet come to Tamoo to 
in cooky floes. Formerly a pass was eranted to them by Government 
pagsecr ie a fee of annas 4 for eaca buffalo. Tnis fee has been now 
er “_7_ fe rupee. This is regarded as a great hardship by the traders. 
rare hoped that the Government will grant passes at the old rate. 
- 9” The Bhdratbdst, of the 14th May, referring to Lord Dufferin’s 

despatch to the Secretary of State for India 


The Simla exodus. on the subject of the Simla exodus, observes - 


+4 +. nogsible to govern the whole of Great Britain and Ireland from 
potty t i difficult My see why it should be impossible to govern all India 
fom Calcutta. In these days of railways and telegraphic communications, 
there should be no difficulty in governing the whole Indian empire from 
Calcutta; and as Fort William is the principal fortress in India, it would 
be extremely impolitic to remove the seat of Government from Calcutta. 
1s Puona situated in the middle of India? Allahabad is rather centrically 
stuated. But taking the newly-acquired kingdom of Burmah into account, 
+ is doubtful whether it would be right to regard even Allahabad as being 
eentrically situated. ‘I'he death-rate of Calcutta compares favourably with 
that of Poona, and Galcutta cannot be called unhealthy in comparison with 
the principal cities of the world. The mortality among the Buropean 
population of Calcutta is indeed very low. It has become custonary now-a- 
days for Indians in all parts of the country to engage in political agitation, 
and it is wrong to consider Bengalis as being peculiarily obnoxious ia that 
respect. Removal of the seat of Government to Poona will involve con- 


siderable expenditure in these days of financial difficulty. But if Calcutta 


continues to be the capital of India, there will be no additional expenditure, 
and the public buildings of Simla may be utilised for other purposes. — 
28. The Charu Vartd, of the 16th May, says that phages paar has 
cost many persons their lives in this country, 
and drinking has become an additional cause 
of mortality. Intemperance is destroying more lives in this country than 
war, famine and epidemic. Drunkenness is slowly enfeebling and impover- 
ishing the people, but there is no one to whom to complain against this. 
The work of distributing wine and spirits has been undertaken by the 
Government itself. The Government is engaged in a trade in wine, and 
makes revenue by selling that commodity. The supporters of the outstill 
system say that if the people of India are now drunkards, they have become 
drunkards of their own free-will, for they have consented to their English 
rulers supplying them with drink, But Englishmen must’ not expect to 
avoid all blame even if it is admitted that Indians have taken to drinking of 


Drunkenness in Bengal. 


their own accord. The infamy of tempting the people to drink must always 


rest upon the Government. Nor will the Government find any justifi- 
cation for itself in the high statistics of intemperance in England. 
England is arich country, and Englishmen can, if they choose, drown their 
~ 8 in asea of wine, and drink that wine by means of pipes. But that 
0 lakhs of the poor population of Bengal, where drinking is regarded as 
4éin, and the wine-seller as a sinner, should drink, is not a trifling matter. 
” inelfaceable stain attaches in this matter to the Christian Government 
sl in India, and a hundred Bucklands will not be able to 

2. The Sehachar, of the 18th May, is glad that Messrs. Cook 


oem eS and Company have undertaken to conv 


Government bas i 
promised to pay the Company by way of compensation for 
any loss which the Company may suffer Ke. 40,000 in chines years, the 


wen 


Cock and Mahomedan pilgrims to Jeddah, and made 
every arrangement for their convenience.: 
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term of the contract between the Company and the Government. 
Now if Government is ever required to redeem this promise, will not 
Hindus have good reascn to complain of the expenditure of money con. 
tributed by them to the public exchequer in the religious interests of 
Musulmans? 


80. In reviewing Sir Steuart Bayley’s speech in answer to the address 


iy (hsininih Hii tails tn site of the Indian Association, the same paper 
to the address of the Indian Associa~- makes the following observations —~Sir 


— Steuart has expressed no opinion regardin 
the separation of the judicial and executive functions, and will probably 
hazard none until the report of the Public Service Commission is out. By 
Sir Steuart will do well to bear in mind that the combination of the two 
owers in the same person has been strongly and uneyuivocally condemned 
by the country, As regards technical education, Sir Steuart is of 
opinion that some provinces of India will require more of that education 
than others. Bengal, though principally an agricultural country, also stands 
in need of education in the industrial arts. Who shall say that the country 
which receives all its clothing from foreign countries has no need of 
taking to art and manufacture? But technical education will not receive 
due encouragement if a model technical college is not established in 
Calcutta. Technical education should not, however, be imparted at the 
expense of high education. 


Sir Steuart Bayley, who has introduced the system of selecting clerks 
for the offices of the Government of India by competitiye examination, 
should introduce the same system in the offices under his own Government. 


As regards ouistills, all cause of complaint on that head will be 
removed if his recommendations regarding their management are carried 
into effect. Tne quantity of liquor to be sold in an outstill should be 
strictly limited, and the price of each bottle of liquor should be raised. 
The establishment of outstills in villages where the people are opposed to 
their establishment should also be prohibited. 


31. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 19th May, says that, as a collision 
with Russia is inevitable sooner or later, the 
Russian knowledge of English English troops in India should be informed 


_— of the characteristics, fighting qualities, &., 
of Russian troops. 


82. The Samaya, of the 20ih May, says that the proposal of the 
Salaries Commission that the present practice 
of translating court papers written in the 
vernacular languages of the couatry should be abolished as a means of 
reducing the number of the court amla is open to objection ; for, if the 
proposal is carried into effect, the old forms will become useless, and the 
cost which has been incurred in their preparation will become so much waste 
of public money. Native suitors who are mostly ignorant of English will 
be subjected to great inconvenience if the proposal ie adopted. The 
necessity of making such a change may also be easily obviated by employ- 
ing natives more largely as Judges and Magistrates. Tbe present practice 
among Collectors and Deputy Collectors of hearing applications 1n chambers, 
and not in open court, is also objectionable. | 


The Salaries Commission. 


33. The same paper protests against the order of the Magistrate of 
Maharani Hemantakumari of Putea Rajshahy Cc calling upon Maharani Hemante- 
and the Magistrate of Rajshahye. kumari of Puiea to appear personally in 
court. Sir Steuart Bayley should set aside this order. The Mabaram 
is, in point of rank and position, too high a personage to be thus alighted 
by so insignificant an officer as the Magistrate of a district. 
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34, The same paper says that as Mr. Beames has as yet done nothing 
wir, Beames and the Amrita Bazar to repel the charges preferred against him. in 
atria the Amrita Bazar Patrikd, Sir Steuart 
Bayley should remove him from his place in the Board of Revenue. _ 
3° The Dhumketu, of the 20th May, says that selfishness is the 
i aes a a basis and governing principle of English 
handel Se % policy in India. It is true that all men are 
more or less selfish, but the English are par excellence the most selfish 
people on earth; and that is why their governing policy is essentially 
mercantile in character. Whatever they do must be in conformity with their 
mercantile policy. Blinded by considerations of pecuniary profit they are 
capable of doing everything however odious or detestable. The only thing 
that can be said in favour of their policy of rapacity is that it is not enforced 
by fire and sword. It is enforced by gentle means, and it has a smooth and 
winning appearance. India is thus being imperceptibly robbed of all that 
it possesses by this selfish and ruinous policy of England. 
36. The same paper asks Government to increase the tax on imported 
liquors with the view of being able to abolish 
outstills. The Government which increases 
drunkenness among its subjects has hardly any right to be called a 
civilized Government. 


87. The Samvdd Prabhdtar, of the 21st and 23rd May, protest- 
ing against the Government policy of con- 


Outstills in India. 


Government policy of conceal- 
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ment. cealing everything from the people, says that — 
the following may be among the reasons why Government withholds 
official papers from the public, namely, (1) Government perhaps thinks 
that it is unnecessary for the public to know what it chooses to keep 
secret; (2) Government perhaps thinks that it may fail in its object 
if it gives undue publicity to official papers ; (3) fear; and (4) indifference 


to public opinion. It is true that Government is all in all in this 
country, and is therefore free to act as it pleases; but a consideration 
of this kind ought not to influence a civilised Government. As the 
State derives its power from the. people, it is bound to act in accordance 
with the opinion of the latter: it is therefore its duty to know what their 
ig is. But how can the people express their opinion on any question 
9 the papers connected with it are subjected to their examination. 
true that there are things in regard to which Government must adopt a 

. concealment ; but this cannot be said of all the acts of Government. 
" 0 tear, which is one of the causes which prevents Government from sup- 
ne its people with official information, it is difficult to see why it should 
ee e wt cause at all. Fear proceeds from the consciousness of 
The * awe done something which will be disliked by the people. 
a — overnment of India, whenever it has done anything which it 
“gh on y know could go against the wishes of the people, has adopted 
son | J concealment. It was so on the occasion of the first imposi- 
this kina : income-tax. Similarly, it must be some consciousness of 
the Home ~ prevents Government from publishing its correspondence with 
cg ramen’ on the subject of the Simla exodus. But fear 
7 al ice, and is it to be supposed that the Government of India 
sone of gin moral strength ? Lastly, does the Government despise the 
iD the pe country as an inferior race? The question must be answered 
negative. That people can hardly be despised as barbarous who 


WOO have gi : ; 7 
department given evidence of the highest proficiency in almost every 


“Oncealment, 
‘epresentative 


bench and in the bar. The only cure for this policy of 


from whatever cause arising, lies in the establishment of a 
form of Government. . 


of human knowledge and filled with distinction honourable 
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88. The Sanjivant, of the 21st May, referring to the Public Servic. 
Commission, says that the Government in this 
country probably thinks it very easy to deceiy 
its native subjects. To see that Government does think s0, it is op) 
necessary to refer to the way in which the Public Service Commissio, 
is doing its work. In order to ascertain how far natives should be en. 
ployed in the different departments of Government, its Sub-Committee ,, 
collecting the evidence of those very men against whose monopoly 
of the public offices the whole country is protesting. When asked ¢ 
give their opinion about the fitness of natives to be employed in thej 
departments, these monopolists declare, as a matter of course, that they 
are not fitted to be so employed, and the Committee quietly and withoy 
demur records the remark that natives are unfit to be employed in thex 
departments. 

39. The same paper, in drawing the attention of Government to the 
mischievous operation of the outstill system 
quotes from the Gramvast remarks to th 
effect that in the village of Bagnan many are spending their scant 
earnings on spirituous drinks, and some have even gone the length o 
telling their wives and children that they will no longer support them. 

In the village of Jhapardah, in the district of Howrah, where a 
outstill has been recently established, many agricultural families are. beggin 
their bread from door to door, because those who should support them ar 
doing no work and drinking day and night. Will the Government ponde 
a little on these things? Statistics show that the higher the price o 
liquor licenses the smaller is the number of wineshops and drunkards, Th 
Lieutenant-Governor should therefore issue a circular prohibiting th 
establishment of outstills in places where the people are opposed to thei 
establishment—‘ Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal! we earnestly beseec! 
you to save this poor country.” 

40. The Bangabdsi, of the 21st May, observes that every measure 
Government is intended for the benefit « 
the people. Why then should the Goverr 
ment attempt to force upon the people measures which they do not seel 
which they rather consider detrimental to their best interests. Why 4 
Government established outstills in every important village in Bengal 
If it has done so for the good of the people, it would have been bett 
if they had been consulted in the matter. Before introducing the syste 
in any village its headmen ought to be consulted. If they want outstil 
let outstills be established, and no voice will be raised against the actic 
of Government. But if the people do not want outstills, and are oppos 
to their establishment, why should outstills be forced upon them with 
view of leading them into temptation P 

41. The same paper says that it is impossible to make out fre 
official report on the prospects of the cro 
and the condition of the people in the Pun) 
what those prospects and that condition really are. There is no meptl 
whatever made in it of the scarcity which prevails in that province. 
is the use of spending public money for printing a report which does % 
faithfully describe matters? These things induce people to believe t 
ofliciul reports conceal the real state of things and publish coloured a 
Imaginary accounts. 

42. The same paper says that, before the outbreak of the Sef 
Mutiny, the whole expenditure of the Ind 
Empire did not exceed 84 crores. In 18 
Lord Mayo was alarmed to find that even 50 crores did not at that 
suffice, and informed the Home Government that this was a serious mati 


The Public Service Commission. 


The outstills. 


Outstills in Bengal. 


Famine in the Punjab. 


The economic condition of India. 
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ow amounts to 75 crores, which is more than double 
age a bake the Sepoy Mutiny. But increased expenditure 
S iaasenied taxation. The people have now to pay twice as much 
oe they paid before the Mutiny. Lord Dufferin ought therefore to 
ot in ‘whether the political difficulties of India are on the increase or 
oS a decrease. There is no part of the British dominions, except India 
th re the condition of the people is really deplorable. A partial failure 
i ‘the crops in two successive years produces famine, which sweeps away 
» 60 lakhs of people; and those who survive a famine are weak and 
nek and live only to die. Tuis does not mean a state of happiness. 
se has been doubled in 80 years, and further increase of taxation has 
become impossible. Taxation has impoverished the people. The poverty 
of the people tells on the stability of the Empire. The Empire cannot be 
saved Without economy and retrenchment of expenditure. If it should 
therefore be found impracticable to reduce the army, the salaries of the 
rivil officers of Government ought to be reduced. The cost of maintaining 
the Civil Service must be reduced. The ruin of the Indian Empire will be 
a serious loss to England. The goose will not give golden eggs if it dies. 

43. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 23rd May, says that the 
Statesman’s proposal that outstills should be 
established only in those places where the 
majority of the people consent to their establishment is good from three 
points of view. It is good from the point of view of this country, which 1s 
aBritish dominion and representative Government, is the Briton’s highest 
ideal of Government; and this means that the Briton loves to rule accord- 
ing to the wishes of the majority of the people. Itis good from the point 
of view of these present times, which are times of self-government in this 
country. It is also good from the point of view of the Indian people, 


Outstills. 


for the Indian people dislike drink. Though the passion for drink is 
gradually increasing, the majority of the people still hate intoxicating 


stuffs, and are fully aware of the great evils of drunkenness. Consequently, 
if popular opinion is consulted before establishing outstills, outstills will not 
be established. ‘The outstills recently established near the Haripal and 
Bainchi stations have become a serious nuisance to people going to and 
coming from those stations, and especially to females. 
Hooghly district should now try their best to prevent outstills from taking 
a firm root amongst them. Petitions supporting the Statesman’s proposal 
should be sent from every thana and every important village in the 
district. If the members of the Local Boards bestir themselves in this 
matter, they will turn self-government to a proper account and earn the 
blessings of the public. Government took no account of the evils that 
would be produced when it established the 52 outstills in Hooghly and 
Howrah. Considering what Sir Steuart Bayley has said on this subject in 
his reply to the address of the Indian Association, the nature of the reply 
a poreramoat will give to the petitions of the people may be easily 
ed. 3 
Brewers who have taken lease of outstills for large sums of money will 
not be able to make much profit if they have to sell liquor ata high 
The They must therefore increase the sale of liquor by selling it cheap. 
i plies will remain as indifferent as it is found to bein connection with 
er distilleries, A small quantity of wine or three or four rupees will 
0 stop the mouths of policemen, It is almost certain that many instances 
Shite yee of the law will take place in the outstills, It is known that 
ie . of the six bottles prescribed in the law, large quantities of wine 
b cretly taken away from the outstills. Is the police aware of this? 
can be sure that secret distillation will not be carried on as before ? 
* Drewers who have been outbidden may secretly distil spirit. Sir Steuart 
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limiting the number of stills in the outstills is of opinion that will prevent 
cheapening of liquor as well as its unrestricted sale. But what good will : 
derived from doing this when brewers will be able to distil, with the Permission 
of Government, a larger quantity of liquor on the occasion of festivals ? Will 
brewers again desist from distilling a larger quantity of liquor surreptitious! 
if they find purchasers for more liquor than they are allowed by the law t 
distil ? The outstill system will be os mischievous as the mofussil distil]. 

system, or perhaps more mischievous. The only difference will be that Gover. 
ment will now derive a larger income as drunkenness will increase in conge. 
quence of liquor becoming cheaper—witness the fact that while the income of 
Government from the 21 grogshops under the Bhastara distillery was only 
Rs. 500, the income from the eight grogshops which exist there 4 
present after the abolition of the distillery is Rs. 1,500. Why then 
does the Lieutenant-Governor say that outstills have been established not 
for the sake of revenue but in the interests of good government? [If 
extortion be good government, the Maharatta freebooters should be regarded 
as having been the best of rulers. 


44, The same, paper says that Bengalis are, as the Znglishmap 


Appointment of Mr. K. G. Gupta as has said, very glad at the appointment | 


Officiating Junior Secretary of the of Mr. K. G. Gupta as Officiating Junior 
er eee Secretary of the Board of Revenue. But 
the reason why Bengalis are gladis not that a Bengali has been appointed 
to a high post, but that Sir Steuart Bayley has done an act of justice. 

45. Referring to the dismissal of the Head Assistant to the Inspector 

: ) General of Registration for having demanded 

of CF Sppomtments in public illegal gratificatian from a candidate for an 

appointment, the same paper says that ap- 

pointments are sold in some public offices. Not even a peon can get an 

appointment without paying some money. The more this practice is 
checked the better. 

46. The Datnik, of the 24th May, says that nothing can be more 
strange than that the Znglishman and the 
Pioneer, two notorious advocates of Civilians, 
should fail to urge anything in favour of their client, Mr. Beames, in the 
matter of the charges preferred against him in the Amrita Bazar Patrika. 

47. -The same paper savs that the reason why England does not 

| pursue the same repressive policy in her 
police ig Tada “mt the English colonies which she pursues in India is that 
, she is always inspired by the fear of losing 
her colonies if she dealt harshly by them. She knows that repressive policy 
has cost her the United States of America, and she is accordingly careful 
not to repeat the mistake elsewhere. She has, however, no such fears 48 
regards India, and so she is careless about the policy she pursues here. Lvery- 
waere her own people have been the cause of the ruin of her interests 
It was so in America, and it isher own people that are at the bottom o 
the present Irish difficulty. In India also Anglo-Indians are doing 10 
calculable mischief to English rule. If they had been farsighted they would 
have been anxious to propitiate the people of India. The magnitude of the 
mischief done by these men is, however, perceived by the English Governor 
of the country and by statesmen like Lord Canning and Lord Dufferin. 
It is impossible to believe that Lord Dufferin listens or will listen to te 
insidious advice of these Anglo-I[ndians. His Excellency and all Anglo- 
Indians should know that it is impossible to make Indians believe that wh! 
is really bad for them is for their good. 

483. Referring to the Post Office case stated in the sing ae 

Patrika, in which owing to delay 
omer oe sending the English mail had. to be sea 


Mr. Beames. 
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; in at t of Rs. 1,800, the Daintk, of the 26th May, 
= ge rn ‘aa including even the head clerk of the Calcutta 
iF Office who were responsible for the delay, are all Englishmen, the 
did not create any noise at all. Had the head clerk been a Bengali, 
: hole blame would have been fixed upon him, and he would have 
oy ade to pay the Rs, 1,800. .Steps would, moreover, have been taken 
=. i him to jail, and the matter would have furnished the Defence 
sedation with an excellent opportunity for condemning the employment 
of natives in the Postal Department. Be that as it may, it 1s yet to be 
inown who paid the Railway Company the cost of the special train, and 


«ho is the man that is responsible for the delay in sending the mail? 


IV.—Native StTAtTEs. 


49, The Bhdratbds?, of the 21st May, says that the fire which 

. broke out in the town of Jeypore has burnt 

The liberality of the Maharajah of down 700 houses and destroyed several lives. 

— The Maharajah of Jeypore has given Rs. 5 

to every man whose house has been destroyed by the fire. Englishmen 
ought to learn from native princes the principles of good government. 


V.—PRosPECTs OF THE CROPS AND THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


50. The Brahmanberia correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 
23rd May, says that the story of the scarcity 
in Tipperah and the condition of the - people 
there, so far as it has been heard, brings tears to one’s eyes. People are 
subsisting on boiled arum, pulses, chanchra, china, and kaun. Some are 
actually starving. The condition of most of the people—householders and 


Scarcity in Tipperah. 


BaNGABaSsI, 
May 21st, 1887. 


, Dacca GazBerreE, 
May 28rd, 1887. 


coolies and labourers—is very bad. Noone is in a_ position to help = 


another. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


51. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 18th May, remarks that on the auspi- 


cious occasion of the Jubilee, the kind-hearted 
The Jubilee and the reconstitution . 
Pe of te Hh oy an Queen ought to listen to the prayers of the 


people of India for reconstituting Indian 
Legislative Councils on a representative basis. The people of India have 


enthusiastically celebrated her Jubilee by spending large sums of money ; 
and will not the Queen act kindly toher poor Indian subjects? Titles 
conferred upon sycophants aud title-mongers will yield no real delight to the 
people of India. The bestowal of titles on the occasion of the Jubilee will 
only give Magistrates and Commissioners a chance of enjoying sumptuous 
dinners at the cost of the recipients of royal favour. 
02. Referring to the celebration of the Jubilee in England, the 
The Jubilee in England, Sulabkh Samachaér and Kusadaha, of the 20th 


| May, observes that on this auspicious occasion 
toe people of each Indian presidency should be given the right of returning 


4 member to the British Parliament. By granting this privilege the Queen 
will endear herself more to all her Indian subjects. The educated natives 
; this country have also asked for the reconstitution of the Legislative 


HInDv RaNJika, 
May 18th, 1887. 


SULABHA SAMACHAR 
& KusHaDHa, 


May 20th, 1887. 


ouncils on a representative basis. This prayer too should be granted on this — 


auspicious occasion. 
93. The Bangabdsi, of the 21st May, remarks that in a Hindoo 


English ; 
= oy influence upon Hindoo 


of fortune of her husband’s family and its 


ministering angel, and therefore the wife’s 
Uochastity renders her husband’s home worse than hell. It is for this reason 


point of view the wife is at once the goddess. 


BANGABASI, — 
May 21st, 1887. 


BaNGaBAS!, 
May 31st 1867. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
May 23rd, 1887. 
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that. Manu prescribed severe penalties for female unchastity—penaltia 
severer than those which he prescribed for man’s unchastity, Bp, 
Englishmen are now law-givers in India. In England no punishmen 
is prescribed for unchastity, and that is why:so light a punishment has 
been prescribed in the Indan Penal Code for that grave offence. Englishme 
do not'regard an unchaste woman asa rakhasht or female fiend. A mongy, 
Englishmen uochaste women are daily installed as household goddesses, 1; : 
not therefore a matter of surprise that the English criminal law punishes op) 
the adulterer and lets the adulteress go absolutely unpunished. That rw 
light. punishment prescribed in the British Indian law for adultery, and th 
impunity provided in that law:for the adulteress should tend to increase yp. 
chastity in Indian women, is not at all strange or wonderful. But  thouct 
not strange or wonderful, it is deeply painful. The glamour of fema 
emancipation is enticing Indian women into paths of dishonour. English 
education and English example have combined to ruin Hindoo society, ani 
the British Indian law is adding fuel to fire. 


54. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the ravages of 

- Teopards in Majpara, a village in Jessore 

yaoparas at Majpara-Boramari in he leopards cannot be killed for want of 

arms. Whata fine outcome of the Ar; 
Act ! 


55. The Dacca Gazette, of the 23rd May, referring to Lady Bayley’ 
movement for providing suitable employment 

An asylum for helpless native for helpless women, asks whether something 
fips of the same kind could not be done for help. 


less natives women. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator. 


BENGALI ‘TRaNsLATOR’S UFFIVE, 
The 28th May 1887. 
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